
.. I

A

SUBStAiSCE

SPEECH
\

•
.

'

\
,

^'
:

"OF )

y - Ithe right honourable
'

1/
'

'v

- HENRY AEiDINGtdN.

[Price One Shilling.^





CJjtrU CEDftion.

SUBSTANCE
OF THE

S P E E C H
OF

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

IIENRY ADDINGTON,
\

' SPEAKER OF.THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,

ON THE I2TH OF FEBRUARY, ^799y

THE COMMITTEE pF TJiE WHOLE HOUSE,
1

TO WHOM ’

HIS MAJESTY’S MOST GRACIOUS MESSAGE

OF
I
THE 22D JANUARY,

* RELATIVE TO IRELAND,

WAS REFERRED.

/

—n U B L I N:—

f-RENT^D for J, MILLIKEN, GRAFTON-STREET



I

f



SUBSTANCE
OF THE

S P E E C H,

Sc. Sc.

Mr, DOUGLAS in the Chair.

The Motion was—“ That, in order to promote

‘‘ and fecure the eflential interefts of Great Britain

and Ireland, and to confolidate the ftrength,

power, and refources of the Britifh Empire,

<6 it will be advifeable to concur in fuch meafures

/ « as may bell: tend to unite the two Kingdoms

of Great Britain and Ireland into one Kingdom,

in fuch manner, and on fuch terms and con-

ditions, as rnay be eftablifhed by A6ls of

the refpedtive Parliaments of his Majefty’s faid

« Kingdoms.”

^'bs SPEAKER faid,

HE occahons were few on which he was difpofed

to take any other part in the debates and proceedings

of the Houfe, than that vvhich was called for by his

official duty; on the prefent important queftion,

however, he thought it incumbent^ upon him to

cxprefs his opinion by his vote *, and, exhaufted as the

fubje(5l had been, he hoped for the indulgence of the

Committee, whilft he ftated the grounds upon wdiich

that vote would be given.

Pi is



rits view of the fuhjed was, indeed, very differ-

ent. from that of his Honourable Friend (Mr« Bankes)

who had declared it to be his opinion, that the

/ituation of Ireland was fuch, as to render it not only

inexpedient, but unfafe, to coalefce with her. Now
it was upon the lltnation of that country, at the

pi efeiit moment, that he founded his convidlion, not

merely of the expediency, for of that he had long

been fatisfied, but of the urgent and prefling neceflity

of the meafure in queflion *, which, though confidere4

by his Honourable Friend as in no degree tending

to remedy thofe evils, which were univerfally ac-

knowledged, he was convinced would, in the firfl:

inftance, palliate, and ultimately eradicate them ;

would at once have the effed of alla'dng irritation and

animoflty, apd ere long, hetruflcd, of extinguifliing

them for evef.

His Honourable Friend was alfo difpofed to think,

that the Legiflature of Ireland, was fully adequate to

the redrefs of thofe grievances which require parlia-

mentary interpofgiqn, and to the refloration of in-

ternal tranquillity. This fuppofition unfortunately

was not warranted by experience : to the redrefs of

fome of the grievances complained of, and to the

removal of fome of the caufes of irritation, the

Speaker faid its adequacy could not be doubted •, but

there were radical and inherent evils, clofely inter-

woven with the ftate and condition of Ireland, and

with the temper, the feelings, and the prejudices of

the great body of the people, which, though they

w re not occafloned by the reparation of the two

1
;
giflatures, he was convinced an incorporation of

thofe Legiflat ores could alone effedually remove.
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It was a melancholy, but, he feared, and incontro-

vertible truth, that the ftate of Ireland had, at no

period of its hiftory, with which we are acquainted,

been fuch as to afford fatisfadtion to any mind, that

could juftly appreciate the bleffings of a welhordcred,*

a flourifhing, and a happy condition of civil fociety.

The bounty of Providence had, indeed, been dif-

played in that country by a fertile foil, and by abun-

dant means of internal improvement and profperity

its inhabitants had not been lefs diflinguifhed than

thofe of Great Britain, in correfponding dations of

life, for eloquence, for literary and feientific acquire-

ments, and for thofe talents and exertions, which have

cflablifhed the naval arid military renown of the Bri-

tifh empire. Their' form of government was the

fame as our own, but it wanted its true chara<5ter-

iftics ; it did not, like ou^ s, beitow and receive gene-

ral confidence and protection : for it was not, like

ours, connedled by ties, which he trufted were here

indiffoluble, with the obvious intereds^ the feelings

and the fentlments of the great body of the people.

The truth was, that, in contemplating the date of

Ireland, even at a period of appirent tranquillity, ic

wasimpodible not to difeover thofe feeds of arfimo-

fity, which have unhappily been matured by circum-

dances into infurredlion and rebellion. To account,

in a great degree for this anirno iry, it might, per-

haps, be fudicient to dace, that a Large majority of

the people were Catholics, and that four-fiCths of the

property was in the Hands of Protedants, who are

alone legally competent to hold the high offices of

date, and to perform the fundions of legiflaiiori.

Hereditary feelings and refentmejsts had, befid es, con-

tributed
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tHbuted to keep thefe elements of mternal diTcord iti

almofi: conftant agitation. The extenfive confifcati-

ons which took place at the commencement of the

Jaft century, when, after the fappreflion of the rebel-

lion by Lord Mouiitjoy, almoft the whole province

of Ulfter became forfeited to the Crown ; the crea-

tion of numerous boroughs by James the Firft; which

in effedl: transferred the legiflatjve authority from the

Catholics to the Proteftarits ; the Ad: of Settlement,

and explanation ; the feverities exercifed by Crom-

well 5 the event of the battle of the Boyne^ and the

furrender of Limerick (though the articles of capi-

tulation in the latter inftance prove, what was indeed

manifested by the whole tenour of his condud, that

a fpirit of intolerance and perfecution made no part

of the charader of King William i) the code of Po- •

pery Laws, which, however, necefiary for the fecu-

rity of perfons of one perfualion, muft be admitted to’

have operated with great feverity on thofe of the

other : all thefe circumftances could not fail to recur

forcibly to the minds of the Catholics, to keep alive

the fenfation which they fucceffively excited, and to

make them look with irritation at power, when they

faw it lodged in the hands of thofe whom they con-

fidered as their opprelTarsj whofe' religious opinions

they conceived to be heretical, and who were in pof-

fedion of that property which the Catholics fuppofed

had been unjudly wrefted from their anceftors.

On the other hand, the horrible exceffes to which

the vindidive fury and bigotry of the Catholics were

carried in 1641 ; the, dreadful ufe the made of the

power, which they acquired upon the ufurpation of

James the Second (for the government of James the

Second
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Second In Ireland wis an ufurpation after he had abdi-

cated the throne of England) ; the forfeitures, the

fequeftrations, and the attainders, which then took

place, had neceffarily engendered thofe fentiments

of apprehenhon and diftruft in the Proteffants of that

country, which occafioned, and appeared to juftify*,

the code of penalties and difabilities which was

cnaded at the commencement of the prefent century.

Such, he feared, was a true reprefcntation of the

(late and temper of Ireland *, and he was convinced

that no remedy could be effedual, but fuch as would

ftrike at the root of the evil, would abate the ftrug-

gles for power, would remove the impediments to

civilization and internal improvement, and by which

the Proteftant and Catholic inhabitants of the two

countries would become one people, under the fuper-

intending authority and protedlion of an united and

imperial Parliament.

The Speaker then ftated that about the year 177^,

3 material change of fyftem took place : the ex-

tindtion of the hopes of the Houfe of Stuart, and the

peaceable demeanour of the Roman Catholics, led to

a repeal of the penal code, which bore upon them

with peculiar hardlhip ; and they obtained from the

juflrice of the Irifh Parliament full fecurity to their

property, complete perfonal liberty, and a perfe6b

toleration of their religion. A wife and liberal policy

induced the Legiflature of this country to relax, at

the fame period, the llrldlnefs of the Adi of Naviga-

tion, and of our colonial fyftem t and an unquaiifisd

participation of the foreign trade of Great Britain

was accordingly given to his Majefty*s fubjedls in

Ireland,

B Further
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Further conceflions, of a political nature, were

made in the year 1782. The controul of the Privy

Council, under what Was called Poyning’s Law,

was abolifhed j and the a<5t of the iixth of George the

FirfI:, affirming the power and authority of the King,

by and with the confent of the Lords and Commons

of Great Britain, to make laws and ftatutes to bind

the kingdom and people of Ireland, was repealed.

The independence of the Parliament of Ireland was

thus fully and completely eftabliffied : and, in the

fubfequent year, the appellant jurifdidlion of the Bri-

tiffi Houfe of Peers from the Courts of Law in that

country was done away. Without calling in queftion

the wifdom or expediency of the meafures laft de-

fcribed, it would not, he trufted, be thought difre-

fpeClful or improper to obferve, for the obfervation

was warranted by a Refolution of that Houfe, that,

however fufficient they might be for the removal of

the grievances of which Ireland then complained,

they were defedtive, and incomplete for the purpofe

of adjuring the relation in which the two countries

were thenceforward to Hand, as branches of the fame

empire 5 that they loofened the ancient ties of connec-

tion, and that they fubftituted no others in their place.

Such a ftate of things might poffibly have fubfifted

for a time, during a period of tranquillity ; but it

was ill fuited to bear the agitation of that tempeft,

which foon convulfed a confiderable part of Europe,

and extended Its malignant and defolating principles

to the iifter kingdom. For its influence and its ra-

vages it there unfortunately found an ample field:

there were wanting in that country (as he had before

ftated), thofe links by which the body of the people

ffiould
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Ihould be conne^led with the Government : there

were not, in the degree at leaft that could be wiflied,

thofe ties between the higher and the great mafs of

the lovv’er orders of the community, which are, per-

haps, the beft feeurity for internal peace and tran-

quillity. In many parts of. the country the non-refi-

dence of proprietors, and the intervention of other

perfons and other interefts, obftruc5i:ed that commu-

nication and intercourfe between landlord and tenant

which were equally advantageous to both, and to the

country at) large. The predominance of numbers,

as had been already mentioned, was on the part of

the Catholics, that of property on the part of the

Proteftants. The new philofophy had taught the

dreadful lefTon that was to be derived from fuch a dif-

proportion ; religious bigotry, for the firft time, came

in aid of principles always formidable, and aggrava-

ted the danger arifing from the pliyfical ftrength of

numbers, and the new dodlrines of the Rights of Man;

With the particulars of the convulfion that had

recently taken place, all were too well acquainted.

He would not now enter into them, but confine him-

felf to a confideration of the various plans which had

been propofed for
,
reftorjng tranquillity to Ireland,

and for perpetuating her connexion with Great Bri-

tain. Of thefe. Catholic Emancipation, as it is call-

ed; the re-ena<5lment of the Popery laws, in the

whole or in part ; and an incorporation of the Legif-

lature of the two countries, had ^ach its feparate

advocates.

Theobjeiftions to Catholic Emancipation, coupled

as it was, according to the general opinion of its ad-

vocates, with Parliamentary Reform, were, in the lan-

B 2 guage
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guage of Mr. F'ofler, whofe name 'he could not men^

tion but with fentiments of refpe(5l, that it had the

tendency to ^ive the influence ito numbers, and to

t^ke it from 'property, and to overwhelm the rights

of the Protedants of Ireland,’*

The Speaker acknowledged, that.he was .anxious

for the removal of tlie moft obnoxious grounds of

jcomplaint againft what was termed the Proteftant

Afcendancy ; but he fought for the attainihent of

this defirable .object, by no other means than thofe

of a Legiilative Union; and not at the hazard of

thofe formidable confequences, which Catholic Eman-
cipation, with all that belonged to it, was, in his opi*

nion, calculated to produce. Indeed, if the Catho-

lics were true to their confcience and their creed, thp

Proteffant eftablifhment muft be expofed by ftich a

change to immediate, and, perhaps, inevitable dan-

.gerj and the ftate of the Frpteftants under fuch

circumftances, be rendered worfe than that of the

Catholics during any period of the prefent land pre-

ceding century. If aduated by intereft and paffion

(by which he did not fuppofe that ithey were likely

to be more or lefs influenced than others), they

could not be fuppofed to poflefs, without exereiflng

it, the power of recovering that property of which

they conceived their anceflors to have been wrong-

fully deprived; and if, under the prefent circum-

flances, the inconveniences arlfing from the difcor-

dant proceedings of diflind Legiflatures have been

regarded with anxiety and apprehenlion, he could

not but conceive fuch fenfations would be applicable,

in a far ftronger degree, if political power was pof-

fefled by thofe, between whom, and the Parliament

of
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of Great Britain, a greater variety of "differences

from various caufes, might be fuppofed to arife, and

on points lefs capable of reconciliation and aJjudmenr.

, His Honourable Friend who fpoke laid, he ob-

ferved, thought that it would be expedient for the

Parliament of Ireland, to tread back Tome of the

rteps that had been taken, and to re-enad the v/hole

code of the Popery laws (the repeal of which had

been the fubjed of fuch general encomium and fa-

tisfadion) againft the Catholics, who did net produce

certificates of their peaceable and loyal condud dur-

ing the late rebellion : and to provide that thofe by

whom fuch certificates were produced, fliould be ad-

mitted to all the rights and privileges enjoyed by

Protefiants,; but he had alfo intimated fuch an opi-

nion of the Catholics, as to leave little hope that

xnany of them Vv^ould be entitled to the benefit of

fuch a difiindion.

That difaffedion had fpread widely amongfi: that

body, could not, he feared, be contefted ; that it

had been fo nearly univerfal, as fome perfon's had

imagined, he thought there were folid grounds (o

deny. Many individuals of the yeomanry and other

volunteer corps, and moft of thofe of whom the mi-

litia regiments confided, were of that perfuafion ; and

yet they had in general manifefted the utmofi: degree

of ardour and alacrity in refifiing the internal, as well

as the foreign enemies of their country. He was,

however, concerned to think that, on the part of a

large proportion of the Catholics, firong prejudices •

againft this country mufi: be confefied toexift^ but

he was convinced that they arofe, in a great degree,

from the perfuafion that the Proteftant afcendancy

was



( H )

was prlncl|^ally maintained by Britifh connexion, and

Britifii power.

He faid that the proceeding which had been re*

commended by his Honourable Friend, would, if his

advice was followed, appear to imply that the rebellion

had been carried on by Catholics only; a fuppofition

which the accounts received from the feat of it, and

the chara<5l:ers and confelHons of many of the United

Irifhmen, would effeftually difprove. The propofed

diferimination would, he was perfuaded, if adopted,

add fuel to the flame, and create new fources of dif-

fenhon and hoftiiity. It fhould befides be obferved,

that many who, from motives of hypocrify, or of

regard to their perfonai fafety, had not given way to

the malignant fuggeftions of theirown minds, by taking

up arms againft the Government, would thereby be

countenanced ; whereas, in other parts, that had been

the feene of infurredion and rebellion, the Catholic,

who had yielded to a momentary, though an unjufti-

Hable impulfe, would, by one rafh ftep, be excluded

^
for ever. This was not a mode, according to his

opinion, of healing the divifions, and of eftablifhing

the tranquillity of Ireland: it could not have the

cfFedt of allaying the irritation of the Catholics, nor

of conveying to the Proteftants a greater degree of

confidence and fecurity.

The Speaker then adverted to the meafure of 1 79 g,

by which the competency to enjoy and exercife the

eledive franchife, and to hold certain offices, was

afforded to the Roman Catholics of Ireland, and to

the opinion which had been ftated concerning it, from

an authority to which he had before referred. “ Fdr

“ that meafure,” Mr, Fofter had faid, that he

« could
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« could not thank the Irifh Minifter, though he did

for many others ; for that from his foul he confi-

dered it as the prelude and forerunner of the

overthrow of the Proteftant eftablifhment in Ire-

land;”—“ that it hazarded the Hanover fucceffion

and the connedlion with Great Britain/*

From thefe opinions he was far from diflenting ; he

had quoted them, not only to mark the danger which

was apprehended from the proceedings of 1793. by

a Gentleman known to be friendly to the Proteftant

cftablifhment, and to the connection with Great Bri*

tain, but for the purpofe of founding upon them an

argument in favour of the meafure in queftion. Ijf

the predictions of Mr. Fofter were well founded, and

he confefted that they accorded in a great degree with

his own fentiments and apprehenftons, he faw no

means by which their accomplifhment could poftibly

be averted, but by a legiflative Union, or by a re«

newal of the reftrictions and difabilities which were

done away by the Act of 1793. Of the former mea-

fure Mr. Fofter had very recently difapproved, and it

could not therefore but be fuppofed that it was by the

latter only, that he could hope to prevent thofe cala-

mities, which, he was convinced, were deprecated by-

no one more anxioufly and fincerely, than by that

Honourable Gentleman himfelf.

He would, however, acknowledge that if he were

obliged to make an option between a recurrence to fa

much of the fyftem of the Popery laws as was repealed

at that time, or to Catholic Emancipation, coupled

with Parliamenrary Reform, he (houid conceive that

he beft confulted the tranquillity of Ireland, and the

interefts of the empire at large, in giving the pre-

ference
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ference to the former ; but that it was, in a great

meafure, becaufe his obje6fcions to both were radical

and infuperable, that he was compelled to give his^

cordial and entire fupportto the meafure of a legifla-

tive Union.

He faid, it was a fatisfadion to him to know that

the opinion which he entertainted on this fubjedl was

fandtioned by great and refpedable authorities. It

could not be unimportant to the weight and credit of

fuch a meafure, to ftate that it had been countenanced

by diftinguiihed and enlightened men in the lall cen-

tury ; that it had the approbation of Sir Matthew

Decker, Sir William Petty, and Sir Jofiah Child |

that Molineux, the friend of Locke, who had in-

curred, as the Journals could teftify, the difpleafure

of. that Houfe, for his bold afiertion of the indepen-

dent authority of the Parliament of his native country,

anxioufly wifhed for its adoption. After having re-

ferred in his publication on this fubjedt, to many an-

cient documents, for the purpofe of proving that at

an early period of our hiftory, delegates from Ireland

had been fent to the Parliament of Great Britain, Mr.

Molineux adds—‘‘ If from thefe records it be con-

eluded that the Parliament of England may bind

Ireland, it rnuft allb be allowed that the people of

Ireland ought to have their reprefentatives in the

Parliament of England ; and this I believe we

Ihould be willing enough to embrace, but it is an

^ happinefs we can hardly hope for.”

Ic was alfo material to ftate, that in the fecond year

of the reign of Queen Anne, when, as had been faid^

it had become difficult for the Proteftants, to keep

their ground in Ireland, a Committee of the Houfe

of
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of Lords of that kingdom was appointed to take Into

connderatlon the ftate of the nation : and the Com-

mittee reported, “ That upon due conhderation of

the prefent conftitution of this kingdom, fuch an

humble reprefentation be made tp the Queen of

the hate and condition thereof, as may beft incline

her Majefty, by fuch proper means as to her

Majehy fhall feem fit, to promote fuch an Union

with England as may beft qualify the ftates of this

kingdom to be reprefented there.” The propo-

rtion was not liftehed to by the Queen’s Minifters,

and, as has been ftated by Lord Clare, “ it was not

“ till this attempt to unite the Parliaments of both

“ countries had proved abortive, that the,great code

“ of the Popery laws of Ireland was enabled : a code,”

he admitted, of great feverity, but evidently

** forced upon the Parliament by neceffity.”

To thefe authorities, and many others •might be

cited in fupportof them, he had the utmoft fatisfac-

tion in adding thofe of Lord Clare, Lord Carleton,

Lord Kilwarden, and particularly of Lord Yelverton,

who had been called the Father of the Independence

of the Irilh Parliament,” but whofe fentiments ac

this time were by no means inconhfteiit with hia

condudl in 1782 ; as it vvas only by the eftablifhment

I

of the independence of the Parliament of Ireland,

that a legiflative Union could be the refult of compa(5i:

between the tv/o countries. Without that meafure in

muft have been an adl of power on the part of Great

Britain.

To the opinions cf thefe great and enlightened

men, who have proved thernieives to be the true

friends of Great Britain and Ireland, by their conftant

C endeavours
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endeavours to encourage and promote a elofe and inti*

mate connection between the two countries, hedefired

to add thofe entertained by Dr. M‘Nevin and others,

of that, which (with reference to their own views and

projects) they juftly denominated a fatal meafure*

It would be recollected, that thefe perfons have de-

clared, that, on their parts, Catholic Emancipation

was a mere pretence, and that reparation was the real

and invariable objeCt of all their hopes and all their

efforts. On the 9th of April 1795, the Committee

of Nine^ of which Dr. M‘Nevin, Lewins, Ryan,

and others of the fame defcription, were members,

affembled at the Chapel in Francis-ftreet, Dublin,

and came to the following, amongft other refolutions

:

“ Refolved unanimoufly. That we are fincerely and

unalterably attached to the rights, liberties, and in-

dependence of our native country, and we pledge

ourfelves, collectively and individually, to refill,

«« even our own emancipation, if propofed to be com
« ceded on the ignominious terms of acquiefcence in

the fatal meafure ofan Union with the filler kingdom.

Refolved unanimoufly. That the thanks of this

“ meeting be refpeCtfully prefented to our agent,

«« Theobald Wolfe Tone, Efq. for the readinefs with

“ which he accompanied our deputies to England,

and the many other important fervices. he has ren-

dered to the Catholic body, in purfuit of emanci-

pation—fervices, which no gratitude can over-

“ rate, and no remuneration can overpay.’*

It was not, however, upon authority only, much

as he was inclined to refpeCl it, nor upon the repug- /

nance of United Irifhmen to this meafure, that he

was difpofed to fupport and recommend it. Fie

thought
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thought that It was calculated to avert much proba-

ble evil from both countries, and to produce pofitive

and fubftantial advantages to both.

One of the leading conhderations In Its favour

was, that it would in future preclude the inconveni-

ence and danger, of which recent experience war-

rants the apprehenhon, arihng from the difcordanC

determinations of feparate and independent Legifla-

tures. He reminded the Committee of the proceed-

ings of the Irifh Parliament, upon the fubjed of the

Commercial Proportions in 1785, and the queftion of

the appointment of a Regent, which occurred in 1788/

In the former, the fenfitive jealoufy of the Parliament

of Ireland deprived that country of the obvious and

undifputed advantages which were held out to it, by

a free accefs to the home market of Great Britain ; in

the latter, it would be recolleded that the diverlity of

opinion, which occurred in the two Parliaments, led

not only to a difference as to the extent of the power

and authority, but as to the identity of the perfon,

by whom, during the illnefs of his Majefty, the

fundions of executive government were to be exer-

cifed. The fame illuftrious Perfonage was indeed

nominated by both, but by one as a matter of choice 5

in virtue of a fuppofed right by the other : in one

with more limited powers y in the other with powers

as unlimited as thofe of the Monarch himfclf. It was

therefore obvious that the difcordant principles, which

operated at thatjundure, and which adually occa-

fioned the delegation of different degrees of authority,

might alfo have led to the nomination of different

individuals : and this at the hazard of the tranquil-

lity and fafety of the empire, and in dired violation

C 2 of
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of the rpirit of the unrepealed ftatute of Henry VI IL

which enads that the kingdom of Ireland is infe-

«« parably annexed to, and dependent upon, the

“ Crown of Great Britain, and that whoever is King

«« of England is thereby ipfo fa5fo King of Ireland.’^

Upon every thinking mind a deep imprellion was

made by thefe tranfadions j and a very refpedable

Gentleman, who now holds a high oiFice in Ireland,

is reported to have faid, in a debate at that period,

“ If thefe fentiments are to prevail, what fliall pre-

vent us to-rnorrow from adopting a diiTerent Mu-
tiny-bill, or difclaiming an uniformity in religion?

The unity of the executive magiftrate has been

well called the folitary bond of union; but can it

‘‘ exift for a moment, if a poffibility remains of the

“ two Legiflatures being difcordant on this fubjedl ?

Unlefs one is fuffered to take the lead, the alter-

native is obvious : with two Legiflatures fo liable

to puli different ways, no authority can govern.”

His Honourable Friend, who preceded him, ap^

peared, however, to be under little apprehenfion upon

the fubjed of a poffible difference of fentiments and

condud, in the two Legiflatures. He thought that

as the King of Great Britain was the fupreme exe-

cutive magiflrate, and therefore vefted with the fame

prerogatives in both countries, it was not to be fup-

pofed that thofe embarraffments and dangers would

arife, which might be occafioned by a declared diffe-

rence of opinion on the fubjed of treaties, or on

the great queffions of peace or war. The Speaker

faid, he knew and refpeded the prerogatives of the

Crown, but he likewife knew and refpeded the pri-

vileges of the people. Of thefe the power of the

purfe
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purfe was the moft important it was the great i«-

ftrument of fupport and controul ; the check upon the

abufe oPpoweronthe part of the advifers of the

Crown, and the fafeguard and guardian of the inte-

reft and liberties of the people. It would not be

contended that this great privilege was to be borne

down by prerogative ; and if not, it might, at a pe-

riod of public emergency, be differently exercifed

in both countries. In one, fupplicp might be liberally

granted-, in the other, abfolutely withheld; and the

co-operation of the two great branches of the empire

could never be enfured, even on occafions in which

its fecurity and independence were deeply and efTen-

tially involved. The Speaker, however, declared.,

that his hopes went farther ; he thought, that if

the prefent meafure was carried into effed, it would

not only preclude fuch a difcordance as he had de-

feribed, but that it would lead to a coincidence of

views and fentiments in the great body of the peo-

ple-of both kingdoms ; that they would all look the

fame way ; and that their feelings and opinions would

invariably recognife the fame intereiis, the fame al-

lies, and the fame enemies.

He niufi: however declare, that no confideration fo

forcibly impelled him to wifh for the adoption of this

meafure, as his convidion of the beneficial confequen-

ces with which it would be attended to the internal

fituation of Ireland : his hope and belief were, that

it would lead to the removal of a principal ground of

animofity, by precluding the fpecies of contefl, which

had hitherto fubfifted for obtaining political authority

and power.—Amongfi:' the lower orders of fociety,

he was convinced that its falutary efFeds would be

found
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found in that change of manners, the refult of habi*

lual induftry, which would neceflarily be produced

by the transfer of a part of the capital of Great Bri-

tain to that country. Could It be fuppofed, he would

afk, that perfons of opulence would be fo much in-

clined to embark any part of their property from

hence in the trade and commerce of Ireland, if the

Parliament of that country were ftlll to remain diftindt

from, inftead of being incorporated with that of

Great Britain ? Of the confequences which muft be

produced by fuch an application of part of the wealth

of this country, no doubt could be entertained: it

would operate on every clafs of the community, and

diffufe itfelf throughout every part of that kingdom ;

and notwithftanding v/hat had been faid of the aggra-

vation that would be occafioned by a legiflative Union

to the evil ariling from the non-refidence of the

opulent proprietors of land in that country, he was

convinced, that whatever had a tendency to give

fecurity to property and improvement to manners

would prove the fallacy of fuch a fuppohtion; and

that even thofe waftes and faftneffes, which now afford

retreat to the marauder, the affafTin, and the rebel,

would be the feenes of cheerful labour and protefled

induftry, of mutual confidence and focial intercourfe,

under the fuperintendence and guardianfhip of well

adminiftered and beneficent laws.

It had been faid, that amongft the confequences

of fuch a mcafure, it could not be contended that it

would he pofiible to mention any immediate advan-

tage to the, Roman Catholics of Ireland: from this

afertion however, he mufi: beg leave to difient.

1 he el^clive franchife itfelf, beftowed by the Par^

liament
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liament of Ireland in’ 1793, could hardly be confi-

dered as a boon to the Roman Catholics, whom it

was hoped and intended to gratify ; the right, with

the limitation annexed to it, could not be exercifed in

moft inftances, without forne degree of violence to

their opinions and their feelings : it could only be

made ufeof for the purpofe of contributing to form a

Houfe of Commons, the whole body of which they

too generally conceived to be adverfe to their inte-

refts, and thofe of the individuals> to whom, from

a coincidence in religious opinions and from other

caufes, they hadNbeen accuftomed to look up with

the utmoft refpedl : Whereas the fame frahehife, if

employed in contributing to form the reprefentatioa

in an united Parliament, might be accompanied

with the fatisfadory refiedion, that the individual

in whofe behalf it was exercifed, would be mixed

with thofe, a majority of whom were uninfluenced

by the prejudices which they have imputed, whether

on fufficient ground or otherwife is not now to be con-

fidered, to the Parliament and to the great body of

the Proteftants in Ireland.

With refped to the expediency of extending to

the Roman Catholics of Great Britain and Ireland,

in the event of fuch a meafure as was now in con-

templation, a more ample participation of the rights

of Proteflant fubjeds, he would not now offer an

opinion ; he would however quote the fentiments of a

perfon (Dr. Duigenan) whofe goodfenfe he admired,

and who would not be accufed of a ftrong bias towards

the Roman Catholics of freland : It has been

the opinion of very great and able flatefmen, that

an union with England, on juft and equitable

“ terms.
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terms, would be very advantageous to Ireland, would

« contribute greatly to increale her trade and her

opulence, and conduce to the ftrength of the em-

pire at large : and in any event, it could not be

more prejudicial to the Romanics of Ireland, than

to any other clafs of his Majefly's fubjedls here^^

« but much lefs (if it could be at all prejudicial,

which I cannot admit), in as much, if we were

one people with the Britifh nation, the prepon-

derance of the Proteftant body of the whole em-

pire would be fo great, that all rivalfhip and jea-

« loufies between Ptoteflants and Romanics would

«« ceafe or ever, and it would not be necelTary, for

the fafety of the empire at large, to curb Rommifts

by any exclufive law whatfoeverd'

On the fuppofed furrender of the rights of the

Parliament of Ireland, and the facrifice of its inde-

pendency, he was not difpofed to dwell the futility

of the arguments on which thofe objedlions were

founded, was, in his opinion at leaft, fully developed

on a former occafion : He would only fay, that if an

uniform coincidence fliould take place between the

two Legiflatures, the independency of one or the

ether would be liable to be called in queftion ; ai:id

that without fuch a coincidence the Interefls of the

empire, and eventually the connexion between the

two countries, might pohibly be endangered. '

The Speaker faid, he was not inclined to take up

the time of the Committee by a reference to the

particulars of the Union with Scotland, to rhe con-,

fequences which followed that meafure, or to the

arguments which they fuggefted on the prelVnt oc-

cafion. Thefe topics had been already difeuffed, in

a manner
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a manner which could not fail to make a forcible im-

prclTion on the Houfe. He would only remark, that

the animofity between the two nations, immediately

previous to the Union, was fuch, as to have led them

to the verge of hoftilities ; and that the grounds of

diftruft, and complaint, were thereby entirely done

away. He alfo obferved, that there were circum-

fiances tending to facilitate an intimate connexion

between this country and Ireland, and to incorpo-

rate the people of thofe kingdoms, which did not

belong to the relation in which England and Scot-

land flood to' each other* It would be recollefted,

amongft other illuflrations of this obfervation, that

here, and in Ireland, there was the fame code of

civil and criminal law ; the fame forms for the ad-

miniftration of juflice ; and for the purpofes of le-

giflation, the fame fucceflion to the crown i and the

fame eftablifhed religion.

Having dated a few of the many confiderations

which, in his opinion, recommended this meafure,

he thought it incumbent upon him to notice fome of

the objedions that had been made to it. Of thefe

there were two, either of which, if valid, was funda-

mental and infuperable. The firfl: was to the com-

petency of the Parliament of Ireland to accede to

this meafure : the fecond relied on the final adjud-

ment, as it had been termed, of the year 1782.

The one called in quedion the nature and extent of

the authority of the Parliament of Ireland ; the other

folemnly appealed to the good faith of the Parlia-

ment of Great Britain. In viewing the quedion of

competency, he faid, it appeared to him that new

dodrines of the prefent day were on the one fide,

D and
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and the found principles, the theory and the pradice

of the Britilh conftitution, on the other. The higheft

legal authorities affirmed the extent and the fuprema-

cy of the power of Parliament. It was fufficient to

refer to the names of Sir Edward Coke, Sir Mat*

thew Hale, Sir William Blackftone, and many

others, who, to fay the lead, have never been

charged with a bias againft the conftitution and liber-

ties of their country.

That the fundlions of the Legiftature fliould be

cxercifed on all occafions, and particularly on one fo

folemn and important as the prefent, with the utmoft

circumfpe61:ion, would be readily and univerfally al-

lowed. It muft alfo be admitted, that Parliament

poftefles the power, and the right, when called for

by the obligation of providing for the public fecurity

and welfare, to new-model the conftitution, and to

alter the fuccelfion to the Crown, and the eftablifhed

religion of thefc kingdoms 5 and he would then afk

thofe to whole objedlions he was referring, where,

if not in Parliament, the means of carrying-into ef-

fed fuch an arrangement as that which is now in con-

templation, however neceflary, and however approved,

could poftibly be fuppofed to refide ? Not in the

conftituent body, for it would hardly be faid that

they had delegated a truft to their reprefcntatives,

with a refervation in particular cafes: not in the

people at large, for fuch a fuppofition would imply

the diflblution of the Government ; as it is an efta-

bliftied truth, that, whilft the conftitution exifts,

the only legitimate fandion of public opinion, and

its only efficient authority, muft be derived from

the proceedings of Parliament. « This is the

place,’"
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« place/’ Sir William Blackftone obferves, where

" that tranfcendent and abfolute power, which muft

in all governments refide fomc where, is entrufted

« by the conftitution of thefc kingdoms.”

The attempts to preclude the difeuffion of the

prefent fubjed, by the denomination of a Final Ad*

juftment, which had been bellowed on the proceed-

ings of the year 1782, (truck him with more afto-

nifhment than even thofe which he had read and

heard againft the fufficiency of Parliament itfelf. If

any importance were to be attached to thofe words,

he fhouid have expe6led to find them folemnly

recorded in a6ls of the refpedive Legiflatures, as

the bafis of the new relation which then took place

between the two countries : what, however, was the

faft ? They are mentioned in a meflage from the

King, and noticed in the addrefles of the Britifh

Parliament, and of the Houfe of Lords in Ireland

;

but in the addrefs of the Houfe of Commons of that

country, thefe words are not to be found.

He obferved, that as it had been the pradlice (and a

judicious one it was, where there is a general concur-

rence of opinion), that the addrefs fhouid accord with

the fpeech or the meffage from his Majefly, the

omiflion was remarkable. All, however, that had

been faid upon this part of the fubjed, appeared to

him to be a difpute about words; for he was ready

to acknowledge, that the Britifh Parliament would

juflly incur the imputation of a grofs breach of faith,

if they were to aim, either diredlly or indireftly, at

the refumption of the power and fupremacy which

were then folemnly renounced : that the adjuflment,

as far as the independency of the Irifh Parliament

D 2 was
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was concerned, was really and abfolutely final and

conclufive ; but if the argument, which was meant

to be founded on thefe words, could be expe6ted to

avail, it muft not only pafs over the meafure which

took place in the fubfequent year, and the refolution

which immediately fucceeded the ad for the repeal

of the 6th of Geo. I. but it muft contend that the

true import of thofe words was fo binding and

peremptory, as to bar the poftibility of adopting any

ulterior arrangement of the nature of that to which

they might be fuppofed to apply, however called for

by the obvious interefis, and the wilhes of the in-

habitants of both countries. Such a propofition

could not be maintained, and if not, the argument

with v/hich it was necelTarily conneded, muft, in his

opinion, fall to the ground.

The Speaker faid that forne objedions had been

urged, the force of which he would by no means

deny, He was thoroughly convinced that the Houfe

of Commons, as at prefent conftituted, was a true

and faithful reprefentative of the people of Great

Britain 5 that their opinions and their wilhes (he did

not mean the fluduating and fleeting impreffions of

the day, but thofe which were the refult of informa-

tion and refledion) had their due influence, and were

there fully and accurately exprefled. He could not,

therefore, contemplate without anxiety, the poflible

effeds of fuch an alteration as the meafure in queftion

would produce.

He was not, however, inclined to oppofe a con^

jedural and contingent evil to that which was pofitive

and immediate ; or if he did, he muft compare one,

as cautioufly as he could, with the other, and ftrike

the
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the balance. His apprehenfions on this fubje^l would

be greater, were it not for the experience which has

been aiForded by the Union with Scotland ; but the

preding evils, which it was the duty of the Houfe,

if podible, to avert, were uppermoft in his’ mind

;

and he was convinced that every other remedy which

had been fuggefted was fraught with conTequences

infinitely more injurious than any of thofe which even

this circumdance, objedlipnable as he allowed it to be,

was capable of producing.

Of the danger to the commercial interefts of this

country, which had been adverted to, but which had

not been much infilled upon, he faid he entertained

no ferious apprehenfion. It was not true that Great

Britain would necefiarily lofe what Ireland would gain.

He knew befides the liberality, and the good fcnfc

of the merchants and manufacSlurers of this country

:

if Ireland fhould eeafe to be a feparate kingdom,

they would not entertain a wilh to withhold from her

inhabitants a fair and equal participation of the advan-

tages which were enjoyed by themfelves j and they

were fully aware that whatever contributed to pro-

mote induftry and to produce tranquillity, in Ireland,

had a tendency to give additional fecurity and liability

to the trading interefts of Great Britain,

It had been afked, why, if this meafure was

brought forward with fuch obvious advantages, the

adoption of it had not been fooner recommended ?

To which it had been juftly and forcibly anfwercd,

that it fhould not be wondered at, if thofe, v/ho arc

convinced that a dole connexion between the two

countries is eflential to the welfare of both, fliould

be particularly felicitous to ftrengthen and confirm it,

when
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when the difTolution of that connexion is the avowed

objed of the inteftine traitors in Ireland, and of the

common enemy of the two kingdoms.

He was, however, concerned to think, and to

acknowledge, that precautionary wifdom had very

little influence on the condud of individuals, or of

nations ; an evil mufl: in general have been painfully

experienced before meafures are taken to remove it,

or to guard againfl: its return : the abufes of power

led to that eftablifhment of our rights, and that

fecurity to our liberties, which took place at the

Revolution. The weight of the public debt was

becoming, at leafl: in the opinion of many, intole-

rable to the fubjeds of this country, before efHca-

t'ious meafures were adopted for its diminution 5

and it was not until public credit was ferioufly re-

duced, and the objedions to the plan of railing

the fupplies of the year, by the ordinary pradice

of loans, became almofl: infuperable, that the fyftem

of the prefent feflion of Parliament was adopted j

which, however burdenfome, was a fubjed of ge-

neral approbation, and a fource of pride, of fatis-

fadion, and of confidence to a great majority of the

people.

To this want of promptitude to provide againfl;

remote and contingent evils, one exception indeed

prefented itfelf to his rccolledion : it was the mea-

fure adopted by the Parliament in 1791, which

provided, that in cafe of future loans a further

fum fhould be borrowed, to be applied as a finking

fund, for the purpofe of gradually redeeming the

addition thereby occafioned to the funded debt.

Too much could not be faid in commendation of

the
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the provident wlfdom and juftice of that meafure,

which is conftantly employed in diminifhing the

preflure upon public credit, which arifes from an

increafing accumulation of the debt contraded fince

the commencement of the war ; and in efFe(5ting an

entire relief from its burdens perhaps to ourfclves,

but certainly, and at no diftant period, to our de-

scendants.

Some Gentlemen had entertained an opinion

which, he acknowledged, was entitled to ferious at-

tention and conhderation •, that, as the propofed

meafure had been difcountenanced by the Houfe of

Commons in Ireland, to periift in the difcuffion of

it here, would be to add to the irritation which un-

happily prevails in that country. Such an effedl:

he fhould fincerely lament, and (hould be forry to

have any (hare in producing. There were other

confequences, however, which it was of the utmoft

importance to avert. If the Parliament of this

country were to abftain from declaring the condi-

tions upon which it would be difpofed to incorpo-

rate itfelf with the Parliament of Ireland, it was

impofTible not to be aware of the opportunity and

fcope which would be afforded for mifconception,

fufpicion, and mifreprefentatlon.

He trufted that we fhould adopt fuch refolutlons

as would rather tend to appeafe, than to inflame

;

fuch as would be a pledge of our liberality, and

our juftice : that we fhould manifeft the earneflnefs

and' flneerity of our wiflies to communicate to Ire-

land a full participation of all the advantages we

enjoy, that we fhould prove ourfelves deflrous of

confidering the inhabitants of the two countries as

one
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one people, conne(5led together by the clofeft ties

under the fame Conftitution, the fame Parliament,

and the fame King.

He had underftood that, if the Refolutlons which

had been opened fhould be agreed to, it would be

propofed that they fhould be carried to the foot of

the Throne, accompanied by an Addrefs to hisMa-

jefty. In that Addrefs he hoped, and was per-

fuaded, that no fentiments or expreflions would be

introduced which jeaioufy might mifnterpret, or

malice pervert : that there would be no indication

of a wifli on our part to prefs the confideration of

the queflion upon the Legifiature of Ireland *, and

that no impulfe would be given to it, but what it

might derive from the free and unbiaffed opini-

ons, and dlfpafiionate judgment of the Parliament

and People of that kingdom.

The fubjed, he was convinced, would make its

way. To Irelahd he was fatisfied that greater ad-

vantages were now held out, than had ever been

afforded by any fingle meafure to any country ; that

it would greatly augment the refources, and place

upon a rock that would be impregnable, as far as

that term could be applied to any human eftablifh-

ment, the ftrcngth and fecurity of the Britifh em-

pire. He w'ould, however, acknowledge, that his

views and hopes extended ftill farther, as he was

thoroughly perfuaded, that whatever had a tendency

to confolidate and maintain the power and the inde-

pendence of thefe kingdoms, was of the deepefl im-

portance to the beft and moft valuable interefls of

mankind.—From thefe confideratlons he gave the

Refolution his moft cordial fupport.

THE END.’


